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Art Unit: 3672 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: Species I - embodied by Figures 1-4 wherein the lines have no 
connections downhole. Species II - embodied by Figures 5 and 6 wherein the lines have wet 
connections downhole. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, claims 13-19, 25, and 26 are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
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examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

2. During a telephone conversation with Marlin Smith on November 8, 2005 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Species I, claims 1-22 and 25-34. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 
23 and 24 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being 
drawn to a non-elected invention. 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1, 2, 7-1 1, 26, 27, and 34 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) in claims 1 and 27, it appears to be improper to say that there is at least one line 
extending into the first and second wellbores because this implies that there must be at least two 
lines. Therefore, it is suggested to replace "at least one line" with -at least two lines-, and to 
make corresponding changes in claims 7-10; 

b) in claim 2, in further accordance with the changes suggested above, the phrase 
"wherein there are multiple lines, a first at least of the lines" should be changed to -wherein a 
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first of the at least two lines-, and "a second at least one of the lines" changed to -a second of 
the at least two lines-; 

c) in claims 7 and 9, the recitation of "without any interruptions in the lines" seems 
redundant since claim 1 has already stated that there are no connections in the lines. Therefore, I 
would like further clarification as to what this phrase means to distinguish it from claim 1 . 
Further, in Figure 1, above and to the left of junction 48, is the split of line 46 to be considered 
an interruption or a break, or neither?; 

d) in claim 1 1 , the phrase "wherein there are multiple lines, and" also appears to be 
unnecessary; 

e) in claim 26, the recitation of "below an intersection" should most likely be —above (or 
at) an intersection-; and 

f) in claim 34, and in accordance with the changes suggested for claim 27, the recitation 
of "conveying the at least one line" should most likely be -conveying another line-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 10-15, 18-22, 25-30, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US patent 6,079,494 to Longbottom et al. 
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Regarding claims 1, 2, 7, 13, 21, 22, 27, and 28 (as best understood to have at least two 
lines), Longbottom et al disclose a well completion system and associated method of completing 
a well that comprises first and second tubular strings, the first tubular string extending in a first 
wellbore 12a, and the second tubular string extending in a second wellbore 22a intersecting the 
first wellbore; and lines 64a attached to each of the first and second tubular strings, at least one 
of the lines extending with the first tubular string in the first wellbore, and at least one of the 
lines extending with the second tubular string in the second wellbore, wherein the lines are 
positioned in the first and second wellbores without making a connection or interruption in the 
lines downhole (see Fig 4A). 

Regarding claims 3, 25, and 26, the first tubular string provides access to the first 
wellbore below an intersection between the first and second wellbores, and wherein the second 
tubular string provides access to the second wellbore from the first wellbore above the 
intersection (see Fig. 4A). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 14, 15, 29, and 30, the first line is connected to a first flow control 
device 58a of the first tubular string, and wherein the second line is connected to a second flow 
control device 58a of the second tubular string, wherein the first flow control device is positioned 
in the first wellbore below an intersection between the first and second wellbores, and wherein 
the second flow control device is positioned in the second wellbore (see Fig. 4A). 

Regarding claims 10-12, 18, 19, and 33, one of the lines are attached to a first tubular 
string extending into a deflector 30a positioned in the first wellbore, wherein at least one of the 
lines is attached to a second tubular string deflected by the deflector into the second wellbore, 
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and further wherein the first tubular string is positioned in the deflector when the second tubular 
string is deflected by the deflector into the second wellbore (see Figs. 2 and 4A). 

Regarding claims 20 and 34, a third tubular string extends in a third wellbore 96 
intersecting the first wellbore, and wherein at least one of the lines extends with the third tubular 
string in the third wellbore (see Fig. 4B). 

7. Claims 1, 2, 5-15, 18-22, 25, 27-30, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US patent 5,462,120 to Gonduin. 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 7, 13, 21, 22, 27, and 28 (as best understood to have at least two 
lines), Gonduin discloses a well completion system and associated method of completing a well 
that comprises first and second tubular strings, the first tubular string extending in a first 
wellbore, and the second tubular string extending in a second wellbore intersecting the first 
wellbore; and lines 56 attached to each of the first and second tubular strings, at least one of the 
lines extending with the first tubular string in the first wellbore, and at least one of the lines 
extending with the second tubular string in the second wellbore, wherein the lines are positioned 
in the first and second wellbores without making a connection or interruption in the lines 
downhole (see Figs. 2a, 12, and 13, as well as col. 18, Case 8a). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 14, 15, 29, and 30, the first line is connected to a first flow control 
device 55 of the first tubular string, and wherein the second line is connected to a second flow 
control device 55 of the second tubular string, wherein the first flow control device is positioned 
in the first wellbore below an intersection between the first and second wellbores, and wherein 
the second flow control device is positioned in the second wellbore (see Figs. 12 and 13). 
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Regarding claims 8, 9, 20 5 and 34, an inherent third tubular string extends in an inherent 
third wellbore intersecting the first wellbore, and wherein at least one of the lines extends, 
without connections or interruptions, with the third tubular string in the third wellbore (see Figs. 
12 and 13, as well as col. 1 8, Case 8a where it is stated that more than two strings can be hung by 
the hanger). 

Regarding claims 10-12, 18, 19, and 33, one of the lines are attached to a first tubular 
string extending into a deflector 3 positioned in the first wellbore, wherein at least one of the 
lines is attached to a second tubular string deflected by the deflector into the second wellbore, 
and further wherein the first tubular string is positioned in the deflector when the second tubular 
string is deflected by the deflector into the second wellbore (see Figs. 1-lc). 

Regarding claim 25, the first tubular string provides access to the first wellbore below an 
intersection between the first and second wellbores (see Figs. 12 and 13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
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the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
10. Claims 4, 16 5 17, 31, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Longbottom et al in view of US patent application publication 2003/0085815 to Tilton et al. 

Longbottom et al teach the system and method of completing a well from claims 2, 13, 
and 28 above. However, it is not explicitly taught that the lines are connected to sensors in the 
strings. 

Tilton et al teach a system and method of completing a well similar to that of Longbottom 
et al, wherein there is are lines attached to tubular strings, although the line has connections 
downhole. It is further taught that the lines are connected to sensors (or components, which are 
taught to include sensors in paragraph [0004]) in each of the tubular strings (see Fig. 30A). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Longbottom 
et al and Tilton et al before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the system and 
method taught by Longbottom et al to include the sensors of Tilton et al, in order to obtain vital 
wellbore data. One would have been motivated to make such a combination since Tilton et al 
has shown it to be notoriously known in the art that sensors can be attached to multiple tubular 
strings, and then connected to the surface via lines along the strings (see again paragraph 
[0004]). 
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Conclusion 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Brown and Koehler et al teach well completion systems of particular interest. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shane Bomar whose telephone number is 571-272-7026. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:30am to 4:00pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bagnell can be reached on 571-272-6999. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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tsb T^T^ 
November 10, 2005 




